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WITH THE RELEASE OF THE FOURTH SEASON OF
STRANGER THINGS, THIS YEAR IS PROVING TO BE

JOSEPH QUINN’'S — AND IT’S ALL BECAUSE OF

EDDIE MUNSON.

"l think it's my year, Henderson. |
think it's finally my year." When
The Duffer Brothers penned the
script that would carry one of
Eddie Munson's final lines, they
couldn't predict how much the
world was going to love the latest
addition to the Stranger Things
party. On July 1, an estimated 55
million households watched
through tear-filled eyes as Dusfin
held his newest mentor dunng his
final breaths. In the month since,
that number has grown to around
232 million, allowing for repeat
viewings and, in turn, becoming a
record for both the show and 5 - 7
Metflix. Proportionally to those - is due in part o the
numbers, 50 has the online

ut ot i found at the heart of Edd Quinn h

outrage from those not ready o

lose the character — from fan c o note a quiet humility about him. While that could be p
theories on how Eddie could still ritish trait, it served 1o highlig

retum for the final season to TikTok
edits, cosplays, inspired art, and
the like. There is a certain irony to grounded about his
be found in the fact that while 1986
may not have been Eddie
Munson's year, it lurms out 2022 is. Fulllook Dior ~ Whod this type of lightning-in-a-bottle wioLild be . 1 Luinn

endearingly pra 2 could lead ionalty. If ther




While the Netflix mega-hit
is what has propelled
Quuinn into the mainstream,
it is far from his first foray
nto the industry. Since
graduating from LAMDA,
he has landed enough
roles to be considered
seasoned. Among other
things, he has starred in
BBC 1's Dickensian,
appeared In Game aof
Thrones, played Luke at
The HNational Theatre's
Mosquitoes, and lent his
talents 1o Les Misérables,
Eddie Munson, his most
recent role, is one that wil
define Joseph Cuinn's
quaranteed long career. It
has set him up as a
household name, gained
him legions of fans, and
wonderfully showcases his

ntuitive talents as an actor.

Top Sandro
Trousers Valentino

| have to start by saying
congratulations on Stranger Things.
This season was my favourite. It pulled
me back in. The addition of Eddie
Munson was a big part of that. |
watched it again to get ready for this
interview and loved it, even more, the

second time. Oh hey, that's a good thing.

In a past interview you said, “being
offered the part of Eddie was
dizsarming” and “made you paranocid
that The Duffer Brothers were going to
think they made a mistake.” Now that
everything is out and fan reaction is
rampant - it's obvious it wasn't a
mistake. Has the experience made you
trust yourself more? | would say,
professionally: yes. 1 think it's wvery
grafifying to know that | didn't ruin Stranger
Things [chuckles]. That's quite a nice
feeling. You have o doubt yoursel, | think.
You cant doubt yoursel too much
because when it becomes oo crippling
you're lost at sea but | think if at any point
you're thinking that you're making it, you're
probably in trouble. So, has it made me
trust myself? A little bit, but not much.

Weill, for what it's worth, | honestly think | totally get that. It's not something you can prepare for
that Eddie is one of those characters
that couldn't have been played by
anybody else. | can't see anybody else it's ckay. I'm very fortunate, I've got good people arocund. |
doing what you have with the role. |
don't think I'm alone in that sentiment,
80 just take that along to whatever you without a really solid support netwark.
do next. That's kind of you to say.

at all. No, definitely not. There are no courses on this. But

can't imagine what it must be like trying 1o negotiate this

With the love for the character and the
massive audience Stranger Things has,
you now experience another level of
being an actor besides just the craft —
It's brought fan events, meet & greats,
and more. Based on what I've seen
online you're handling it all very well.
Has it been intimidating at all? The
whole experience has been wvery
overwhelming. It's very touching to see
people respond how they have to Eddie. |
did not predict that. That's very warming.
There's a lot of stulf around the role that
has nothing to do with the work which is
very new 1o me and different. It's exciting.
It's a little bit odd. Professionally, itis 100%
positive. Personally, it's 90% positive, and
10%% insanity. Managing that 10% is the
job at the moment.

On the hottest day in London's history, Joseph Cuinn took some time out of his still crammed schedule 1o speak with 1883's Sydney Bolen about life in a post-Stranger
Things world, what playing Eddie Munson has taught him, his wishes for the character if things had played out differently, and more.




Good, I'm glad. Based on what I've seen of your schedule,
you've been going and going and going since before
Volume Two came out. Do you think you've been able to
process it all yet? Or do you still feel like you're in the
middle of it? | think I'm just adjusting, really. lt's also important
to bear in mind that it's not going to be like this forever. It's
temporary. The show is out at the moment and it's brilliant. | feel
20 proud to be a part of it. | think they've done something
extracrdinary with this season, it's 50 bold and ambitious. To be
a parl of something like thal is such a gift. I's been roughly seven
weeks since the show came out, but it feels like half a year. It
feals like 've been burming my own hale inthe ozone layer fiying
around doing lots of different things. It's kind of the antithesis of
lockdown. | went to Brazil for two days — that's such a weird

thing to do, but it was amazing. | don't think you can get used
1o it. Getting usad to it would be temible, | think. it feels a little bit
like a video game. But, it is what it is right now.

There is an interview | love with Florence Pugh
and always think about when anyone lands a
“break out” role. She's on the red carpet for either
Midsommaror Little Women. When an interviewer
asks her if her rise in popularity feels sudden, she
says, and I'm obviously paraphrasing, “it may look
that way from the outside, but to me because of
all the work I've done to get here, it has felt like a
very natural progression.” | was wondering, do
you feel like that as well? Well, | feel lucky In the fact
that I've besn working In this business lor seven years
before this. So, it doesn't feel like it's my first job. That
kind of created whatever this thing is. | wouldn't say it
feels like a natural progression. All you want as an
actor in this game is to have choice and as much
agency OVEer your career as you can. Even then, so
much of it is out of your hands. It feels like, and | say
this very cautiously, this job and the success of the
show might be providing me with the suggestion of
that, which is an enormous gift and a luxury that | never
anticipated. It does feel different now. | got recognized
maybe three times in my life because of the work that
| did before this job. This feels like a very seismic shift
for me personally. Professionally, I'm glad that | had
jobs before this, but this job comes with something
else that is very difierent but amazing.
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Speaking of this job specifically,
you got to sit with the character of
Eddie Munson for some time
before getting to film. You got the
part in 2018, but filming wasn't able
to start until 2021. Do you think this
affected your performance? That's
a very astute question. It must have.
The longer you have to prepare, the
more time you have 1o ruminate and
think about it. | was talking to Jamie
[Campbell Bower] who plays Viecna.
He said he used the COVID hiatus to
really jump into being a big evil man.
It clearly shows because his
performance is astounding. For me,
it was helpful. But you also don't want
to sit on anything for that long. I've
never done anything like this before
in terms of a project’s scope. N was
veny weird sitting on it for as long as |
did. I's a massive exhale now that it's
out. Weirdly, | feel less crazy than |
did in the manths before it came out
because anticipation can be
pretty poisonous.

Emaotionally, | always feel better once something I've had a hand in creating JUTESERy fue L BVl Lo R EEIR TR Tyl o==Tel 4
is out in the world than when I'm waiting to make it, 3o | undérstand that RUESCR M RUEETEE AT RETels le 1R T S
feeling. | have a lot of favourite Eddie moments in the season, but one from RUSGCE R LT Bt =T Tl TR
the last two episodes that | haven't seen anyone talk about is the scene in EERerERTIEiNEY T RV e Ve TeTel ) o a T
episode 8 in the meadow pricr to the attempt to kill Vecna. | think it really gives Ul T TREE L T R R Tag=E T
viewers a glimpse into the fact that these characters are just a bunch of kids R =RiE Tt =t = n il f 0 -BE TR Tl
and young adults and they are planning to do a very brave thing. What was RUSS Y= ns LM =l E el =X THEY ol =t TR
filming like on that day, particularly for you and Gaten Matarazzo? REEUEEUMREEILESE ol IE TR Dale PR R Ry T2
to lend it that way. It really was just so hot. | think
you can tell that we're pretty sweaty init.




| love that scene for everybody, but particularly for those two characters. It feals very pivotal in their relationship and primes you for all of the emotional : a
distress later in the episode. Yeah, | think there are little suggestions there. o ; ) - a the R i )

That's when | first got an inkling of what the end of Eddie’s arc would be aven if | didn't want to accept it. It's a testament to how wonderfully written he : 5 R 0 mgre retreating for anighed i < he's galvar .
Is. At the beginning of episode 8, Eddie really chooses to join the “party” In taking down Vecna. Where do you think his head Is at that point in the story? F . L el & Steve, they dl5ﬂ|ﬂ'.:-" EnaiT
It's a tale of redempticn for Eddie, isn'tit? t arne = v d emulate them. | think tha

an hea’

why he decides th:
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he’s going to be a big brave boy.



| would have loved for that to have worked out better for
him. Regardless of how Season 4 ended, | think Eddie
will remain a very important part of the overall story. |
have plenty of theories that | won't make you listen to,
but what they all boil down to is: | don't think Eddie is
dead. | do not care if you tell me you haven't got the call.
| will not believe he is dead until the credits for the series
finale roll and you haven't shown up. So, in the name of
hope and manifestation, if you could continue playing
the character, what would you wish for him? Oh, it'd be
lovely to see him graduate, wouldn't it? I'd love him to
graduate and carry on with his life. | think it would be great if
he got to go on tour with Corroded Coffin. Maybe meet a nice
girl, dress in better clothes. Live a nice life.

Speaking of Corroded Coffin, it's not here yet, but |
bought a Corroded Coffin t-shirt. Good for vou! | love that.

I'm very excited for it to get here. | am a big fan of subtle
merch that if you don't know, you don’t know. Yeah, that's
classy merch.

As far as Eddie’s alternate ending goes | think everybody
elze would have loved to see that, too. When MNetflix
announced spin-off shows were happening, my friend
sald “one show could be seasons 1-3 from Eddie's point
of view. | don't care if he's just in class and playing D&D.
| would wateh it." You should pitch it.

| mean, Metflix is right down the street. If they would let
me in the door, | would do it. You should!

While most of your recent work is in film, you've done
theatre work in the past, including Mosguitoes with Olivia
Coleman at London's The National Theatre. Is that
something you'd like to do more of in the future?
Absolutely. | think it's important to keep that muscle strong.
It's scary. | think the older | get the more I'm scared by it. But
| think that's a good thing. | had such a great time on that job
with Olivia Coleman and Olivia Williams who was also in it
and was brilliant. On top of that, it was directed by Rufus
Maorns who runs The National Theatre here in London. That
was a real pinch-me moment in my career. | remember
thinking “this is insane.” Lucy Kirkwood wrote it and she is
such a genlus writer. I've always wanted to play at The
Mational and | would love to go back, if they'll have me.

When you say “it scares you,” in what way? You become
more aware of what it is that you're actually doing. You're
getting on a stage in front of loads of people. It's really easy
to forget your lines. You could really easily look like an idiot.
But that is the gig. If you zoom out and look at it, why are you
doing this? Do you need people’s atention this much?

[both laugh] But, it can be so fun as well. It's terifying. |
think after you open a show and press run is over, and you've
gotten through a few weeks of doing it, it's fun. It's a
completely different thing to screen acting. It's a lot about
stamina. it's a very physical thing. | feel very old at the
maoment. I hink it's because I've been playing a leenager and
| see people's disappointment when they meet me.

Oh no. Don't say that! [chuckles]

| get it through. | actually work in meet & greets as well
as write for 1883. | had one artist tell me that as much as
people enjoy them, it can be hard because you can tell
in an instant if someone is disappointed. | commend
people who do them over and over again because ldon't
think | could. |did my lirst Comic Con recently. Il was a very
wild experience. It's going around that | was mistreated by
the staff, which is totally not true. |want to clear that up. They
amazing. They made me feel very sale and looked
after. We just weren't prepared for the number of people that
turned up. As | was saying earlier, it's extremely gratifying to
see Eddie have this effect on people. | got a bit emotional as
well, but it had nothing to do with the way | was treated.
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I'm so glad. | wasn't going to ask about
it, but I'm glad it wasn't what has been
going around. That makes me feel a lot
better. We started this part of the
conversation talking about stage acting,
because of what you were saying, would
you say you like doing film more? The
grass always tends 1o be greener on the
other side. When you're doing theater, you
wish you were doing telly or film and when
you're doing a film you wish you were doing
theater. You get diferent things from both of
them. The instant reaction from the
audience is very addictive and very thrilling.
When you're doing it with lots of other
people that you like, and think are good, it
can feel very empowering. Especially If
there's an imporant story. s greal. There's
nothing really like it. But they pay you a
Snickers bar every week and a bus fare. No,
I'm joking. [chuckles] it's a kot of work lor not
very much money. But we don't do it for the
maney. it's great fun.

Howewver, when you're eight weeks into a
rum, you've got another eight weeks to go,
and you're saying the same thing over and
OVEr, you can start wishing you could just
have a green lea in betwaen lakes and chat
to your mates. But then, if you're waiting a
long time between setups, you dont have
much o do in the scene, and it's a bit slow,
you can wish that you were backstage,
hearing an audience walk in and get excited,
It's amazing to be able to do both, | feel very
grateful that I've been able 1o do both,

Of all the roles you've played, is there a performance you're
proudest of? | think I'm the proudest of Eddie, really. | dont
know if proud is the right word. | enjoyed my time on Mosquitoes
alot. | was very proud to be a part of that. I'm very proud 1o be
a part of Strangar Things. I'm relieved that Eddie hasn't been
laughed out of town. I'm English, so it's very hard to be proud of
yourself. But | guess I'm proud of Eddie.

| think you deserve to be. Is there a particular type of role you've yet to take on, but would like to?

| get asked this and | never know what to say. | don't have a particular classic role that I'm desperate to get my teeth into. |
try to look at it the way |'ve always looked at it. Whatever comes my way, 'l see what happens. You don want to be passive,
you have 1o be active about it. You have to be front-footed to get stuff done now. As an actor, | think working on something
from the infancy of an idea is a really exciting prospect. There seems to be a lot of actors doing that now. However, there
isn'l a particular role I'm desperate to play. We'll see what happens. It's beyond my control.

| ask that question a lot. Your answer is my favorite brand of answer, You're not
pigeanheling yourself and you won't get disappointed by going after one particular
role. So, for not knowing how to answer the question, | think your answer is the
correct one. | got it right [chuckles].

You did. You got it right [laughs]. Finally, to bring everything back to Stranger
Things, if you could give Eddie one piece of advice what would it be? Get a haircut,

Oh, people would not agree with you.
| know! They love it The wig is a whole different thing. What would | say to him? Maybe
panic less? Panic less. Because it's going to - well, it's not going to be ok, | guess

[laughs] | was going to say.
| think | would still say panic less.

Season 4 of Stranger Things is slreaming now on Netflix.
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