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IN SHADOW & BONE
SEASON 2, FREDDY
CARTER TAKES ON THE
MANTLE OF KAZ
BREKKER IN A WAY THAT
NOT ONLY PROVES HIS
TALENTS AS AN ACTOR
BUT ALSO SHOWCASES
HIS HEART AS A PERSON.

Freddy.

LLLGERIITR ER RTINS AR estimated 1.75 milion houssholds tumed in during

. its first week, earning it the title of second most

servicas AGHSEETE watched original series across all platforms that April,

channels constantly vying [ =vETEEIT R edia was full of fan edits, rave

reviews and ever-growing demand for comic cor

appearances both virtual and in-person. In the two

bt R Rl years that have followed, the story's legion of fans has

anly grown. For this particular show, the draw comes

not only from author Leigh Bardugo's source material

BEREELANGLTLIEEN  — a wonderfully crafted world of elemental magic —

but also from the phenomenal actors carefully chosen
to bring the characters to life,
iGN Transitioning Kaz Brekker
from page to screenwas not a
responsibility British actor

success. When Netflix's IS i

Shadow & Bone

CEEIER O EA - poured over the source

material and had in-depth

respaion Wik e UOREEE conversations with Bardugo

GO GERGRERS gbout who the character was

to her and the motivations that

led her to create him. While

the Grishaverse is full of

diverse and  ing e

- R characters, Kaz embodies one

- of the most under-represented

—~ k minorities in media today: he

| is disabled. While the show

has left the exact reasons up

to the viewer, the criminal

mastermind doesn just need

a cane, he proudly uses one.

To Canter, this simply adds to

Brakker's myth and legend.

When speaking with Carter,

it’s lovely to see the pride he

has in and love for this

character; he has embraced

the phenomenon that has

come along with the role with

, ever eager to cater

neo wishes or hear

their stories. He has a heart to

him that not only makes him a

| gracious and endearing

| individual, but also lends itself

I| to his chosen profession of

storytelling.
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for viewers' attention,

that already has a

quick way to guarantee

but it cannot ensure
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Ever since graduating from

Oxford's School of Drama,

Freddy Carter has been in the

business of stories. Mot just

on-5Cr where alongside the

2 sy drama some of his
siream

and American Carmage, but also
behind it as well. Freddy made his
directonal debut in 2019 with the
short film No 89 and recently
completed his sophomore project
Broken Gargoyles, an anti-war
tale from the perspective of a
agaiety girl and one of her past

recruits.
Ahead of Shadow & Bone's much

anticipated second season,
Freddy Carter chats with 1883
Magazine's Sydney Bolen about
what it mean play such a
beloved ¢ . his love for
fandoms, passion for

directing, and maore.

Please note; this
conversation
includes spoilers
for season 2 of
Shadow & Bone.

The biggest
congratulations on Shadow
& Bone season 2. | loved it.
Apologies if I'm over the top
with this, but you are the
first person I've been able to
speak to about it. You're the
first person I've spoken to,
outside of everyone that

v, that has
seen it, so I'm equally excited,

| had no idea where The
Crows storyline would go
this season since they
aren't in the original trilogy,
but | was super excited to
get Kaz's backstory. When
you first read the scripts for
this season, what were your
thoughts? | v 0
excited because nilar o
pex ho liked the TV show
and the books, | was very
eager to see how they were
going to continue The Crows
stondine and how they were
going to continue making
sense in the Shadow & Bone
wonld whil i

bril

arer] and his team did
such a good job bringing that
material out of the books and

onto the screen.
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It was great, in my opinion. Did you find any of the material daunting because of how much
weight your character had to carry? Yeah, | was daunted in different ways by different things.
Parily that the size of the part has gotten bigger, as you said. There's a weighty responsibility that
comeas with that. But | also found the fact that some of the moments that we play out in season two
are really iconic moments from the book. | know the fans have been waiting hem on-scraen,
50 there is an element of pressure there, Then, some stuff is daunting from a physical aspect. There
me sleight of hand and magic that | had to really master, there are some physical s and

stunts that | had 1o master. | was gently daunted, but | was excited more than | was daunted.

It all turned out so well. As ﬂ'iﬁrl of the books, there
were moments | recognized but they also felt new in
the show's context. The heart of the moment is there
even if it's not exactly the same as the book, which |
—“think creates a new experience for the viewer. | hope
people who love the books, and | count myself as one of
theam, can sea that distinction and can see the excitement
in putting these moments and these big shifts in people's
stories. They are the same huge moments for the
characters but theyre happening in a slightly differant
context because we're now senving a wider story.

Yes! | did not know
that this season was
going to be the rest of
the Shadow & Bone
story going in. That
threw me for a loop in
the beginning
because | was like,
“we're going so fast!”
But, once | got a few
episodes in, | think
they blended the two
together so well. You
don't feel like you are
missing anything.
That's good to hear.
Yeah, | think they pulled
it off 5o brilliantly in the
firs F: 4]
seamlessly that when
werged again at
the end of the first
saason, | thought, “How
are we going to smash
them back together
again?” but, it just
seemed 50 natural.




* o

yn |
5

Again, they did so well. Since this is the second season E

of the show, you have now seen the audience's reaction a

to your portrayal of the character. Did you have any ,E
expectation or warning as to how the character would = T
be perceived because of how beloved he is in the} :ﬁ\

novels? When we met Leigh Bardugo during the shooting

:

important these characters are to people because she hadJ.:ﬂl

of season one, she was trying to impress upon us how

AR
a lot more interaction with fans of the books and people who :._F
were very excited 10 see it on-screen. While we sort of .
o, it wasn't until | was lucky enough 1o meet peof

who are really excited about the show and enjoyed what we 8

did with the characters and the storyline that it really hit§

home. It's been really special to get to see that.

Was there anything about that that surprised you at all?

| don't think so because | have things in my life that | love dearly with all my heart and have very
strong opinions on. Anyone else who is involved in them or knows a little bit about them, | want
to cling and ask them all the questions. | really love and respect fandoms. They're a beautiful
thing. It's an interesting experence going away o Budapest for six months and making this
thing with a very small group of people that know the intricacies and the details of it, and then
waking up one morming and having the show out there. Suddenly everyone knows all of the
infricacies and all the details. They've read everything and they know all the lithe easter eggs
that have been put in. It goes from being very small to a supersized group of people that know
and want to be part of it. That is quite a strange experience.

| can understand that. What are some of the things that you yourself are a fan of?

All kinds of things! During the lockdown, | watched all of the Marvel films in the order in which
they are supposed to be walched.

[gasps] I'm a big Marvel
fan. | would like to say
that that is the way |

' watch them as well as
h correct way to watch
them. It was amazing. I'd
seen lron Man when it first
came out, but other than
that | hadn't seen a single
ong. During the lockdown,
| watched all of them and
it was such a treat. | got

|ver3,r excited about that

f I'm also very fanatical
about photographers and
their work; I'm all over
their work and want to
know everything about
them. I'm the same way
with Rugby players — I'm
obsessed. | know all their

bics and who they played
Grey DB suit Brioni for. I'm a bit of a fanatic.
| Black Tee Sunspel .
] When | like something, |
Black leather loafers Malone Souliers S e e "
e E—— == — = like to go all in.




| love when people talk about things they're fans of. It's so lovelyh 8 everyone has something that they enjoy at that level. It's a very
relatable thing. Speaking of things people are a fan of, | know that h&ve read the line for a Cameo because it went viral. Although the
official version is not in this season, you do have some swoon-worthy linés in the Kaz/Ine] scenes. Was it nice to break from the more
traumatic material and film scenes that were on a different side of the emotional spectrum?

I've ¢ thought that any dea (az has with emation an ighithy tran even things that from the outs
or wholesome, because they are still quite difficult for him to deal with. It was really fun to see what he's like when he's

There are some very sweet moments. | was given screeners through episode six, so | just
want to know how they're going to wrap up this season between the two of them. It's just
been the most fun to see them actually try in their own ways a bit. It's been fun to really get into
that stufi. Last season it was teased a lof, but it's been fun to actually get into it.
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One of my personal favourite
things about Kaz is that he uses
a walking aid. The show has not
said exactly why he needs it and
it's not often that characters —
especially ones as commanding
and respected as he is — are
portrayed as anything other than
able-bodied. | have a disability
myself and | know that Leigh
Bardugo uses a cane. Did the two
of you have any conversations
about how that would affect the
character mentally and

emotionally or about what Kaz ¢

might mean to the disabled
community? | really nev
people like your

e :

that as a perso
uses awalking aid, she didn't see it
in fiction, =0 she decided she would

s a very
boring and lazy trope to make
someone with a disability, the bad
guy or girl. She was so sick of it.

w many older films
Oh 3

Another great thing
is that his cane is
often used as a
weapon, making it a
strength and not a
weakness, There are
a few fight scenes
this season. How
was preparing and
filming for those?
Amazing. In the first
season, | had little bits
and pieces of action,
but it was like one

up a no

cool. | cant
people to see it. Again,
one scene is quite an
iconic moment from
the books that we are

and wanted to make
the most of it because
| knew it would be
important to people,
50 we really pushed
the envelope. it was
really fun.

It came out so well. |
think everyone will
love it. Are there any

" parts of Kaz's

that about himself b
to his myth. It adds to this like,
“Where's this guy come from?
What's his story? He fully
embraced it and never lets it get in
the of anything he wants to do.
ver apolo it ever.
r ce  about
it and owns il

Yeah, it's so great to see thatina
character. | watched season one
before | read the books. My friend
said, “just turn it on. it's right up
your alley.” She didn't tell me
about Kaz at all. His entrance
blew me away. | got so excited. |
immediately grabbed the books
from the library the second they
were available because | needed
to know as much as | could about
that character. Then, | found out
Leigh uses a walking aid and now
I have the whole series in
hardback over there on my shelf.
[taugher] | really love hearing
people say what you have. I've been

TV show meant a lot and
huge amount that we

journey this season
you personally
connected with?
The value that he puts
on lvyalty is
something that has
struck a chord with

As I've gotten

"we found there

close and stay I 1o
Kaz has built this little
family around him.
Once hae's got his
people, he holds onto
them no matter how
much they annay him

: ik

point, all of 1

been unable
express how we feel
to somecne else. I've
been that awkward
teenager who wasn't

over. It's for a myriad
of reasons, but | think
that is quite universal,




If you had the opportunity to give Kaz advice, what would you say?

Go to therapy. [laughter] Yes, do thal. But also, if you're not going 1o do that, speak to someone. Open
up 1o your friends and your closest confidants. You trust these people o take a bullet for you, but you
won't tell them that your life has actually been really difficult.

‘_’—‘1‘

Grey DB suit Brioni
Black Tee Sunspel

-

I could talk to you about
Shadow & Bone forever but |
won't, | know you have other
projects worth chatting about.
One of which is Broken
Gargoyles, which is the
second short film you have
directed. Tell me a little bit
about the film. Broken
Gargoyles is based on a short
play by my friend Fred FF'muq
He sent me the play an

ifl 1.-1-u|d be inte -

it on. Once | read n Iﬂmuth n
would actually work very well as
a film because the main thrust of
the story plays out in about 13
minutes in one room. It's tJr-'ing

started working on it together.
Then, | got Shadow & Bone and

j0 away. Then there was
a pandemic. It got pushed and
pushed and pushed, but we
u:mhnuF-d tn:! snr1 of tinh-ﬂ; with it

What's the premise?

The story is set just after the
First World War and follows a
gaiety qirl who meets
someone she recruited four
years earlier. Gaiety girls werz
women who were employed o
go to music halls around the
r'uuntrg.' and salng wupagan a

Oh, wow, that sounds really
cool. | love those projects that
come together because of
your friends and the people
you've surrounded yourself
with. It really was. Tom Forbes,
who plays the main male
character, is

tre on the
Waest End. She's incredible. |
wanted to work with her for ages.
The production designers were
the designers on Shadow &

the more | re - J g
people around you is S0
important and | will strive to do
that going forward.

That's amazing. What draws you to
directing? It's not th=lt I'm a control
at the

when I qei tr:r do it. When you're ©

for a day, there are 55-minutes of waiting
around and then five minutes of “go go
go, it's your tum.” When I'm directing —
in the lead- up on the |:|=w-I and 1h-=-r| in

n'|a}-e big chan es across the story.
That's what drew me in.

Were you an actor first or have you
always been interested in directing?
Did one come before the other or did
you find them at the same time? | was
definitely an actor first, but I've

been very inte

and how the stories come 1nqe1he; e
been lucky enough to work on some
large-scale pre 5. As an actor, you are
a very small cog in a huge wheel. I've
alw been interested in how that
bigger machine works to tell storie

Also on the docket, you have Masters
of the Air, which | know is all very
hush-hush at the moment, and The
Doll Factory, which is also a book
adaptation. | know it hasn't been
annocunced who you will play, 5o | will
ask: As an actor, is your approach to
characters different when there is a
book to use as huurne matena1
alongside a seript? (e

you have this

adaptation, you ha\-etr:r rely on

and the script is your starting paint. If a
scene doesn't quite make sense to you
or the character's motivation or how they
feel al:-nut ..a:u'nF-thing i'-'n't FIF‘-FII‘ you've

Would you say that resource is more
freeing or does it sometimes feel like
more of a constraint because you
have guidelines that you're supposed
to follow? That's a good question, It
doesn't always work out this way, but the
way | try to see it is that. the more
information and research, the more
scribbles on the side of the script and
pages from a book that you can read,

and thF' mare pictures 1n'|rn the F.Fi‘ll:xl

some of rhat will be th "‘CN'[ of
how | like to think it works. Ithlnk. it's
freging because having more thoughts
and angles and ways of looking and
thinking about a character is better.

Finally, to bring
everything back to Ravka
and The Crows, if you
were part of a heist,
which role would you
play?

I'm quite clumsy. |
absolutely wouldn't trust
myself to be Tom Cruise in
a Mission Impossible
sr.'_narinj. ha\-ing to be very

Me too! My friends
and | talk about this
all the time. That's
my role. I'm the
planner. Yes. I'm very
good at organizing and
then letting everyone
go to follow the plan.

This does mean we
can't do a heist
together because we
have 1he same role.

come o
fruition.

Season 2 of Shadow & Bone
is streaming now on Metflix.
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